FRIENDSHIP                        51
friendship, without accepting the responsibility
of discovering that the other was not perfection,
and bearing that discovery loyally and generously.
For this is the worst of a friendship that begins
in idealisation rather than in comradeship ; and
this is the danger of all people who idealise.
When two such come together and feel a mutual
attraction, they display instinctively and uncon-
sciously the best of themselves ; but melancholy
discoveries supervene ; and then what generally
happens is that the idealising friend is angry with
the other for disappointing his hopes, not with
himself for drawing an extravagant picture.
Such friendships have a sort of emotional
sensuality about them ; and to be dismayed by
later discoveries is to decline upon Rousseau's
vice of handing in his babies to the Foundling
Hospital, instead of trying to bring them up
honestly; what lies at the base of it is the
indolent shirking of the responsibilities for the
natural consequences of friendship. The mistake
arises from a kind of selfishness, the selfishness
that thinks more of what it wants and desires to
get, than of taking what there is soberly and
gratefully.
It is often said that it is the duty and privilege
of a friend to warn his friend faithfully against
his faults. I believe that this is a wholly mistaken
principle. The essence of the situation is rather